216.   NOTES

Two DIFFICULTIES

A distinguished countryman has sent me through a common
friend the following questions for answer in Young India:

1.  You admit that untouchability is a blot not only upon Hindu*
ism but upon humanity.   Why then do you restrict the circle of reformers
to Hindus only?   Why may not Mussalmans take up the reform the same
as Hindus?

2.  You insist continuously upon Hindu-Muslim unity, will you please
point out anything concrete you have done for Islam or Mussalmans?

As to the first question, although the evil of untouchability is
not merely a blot upon Hinduism, but is also a blot upon huma-
nity, it is a question which Hindus must solve for themselves, even
as they are solving several other questions regarding Hinduism,
There is the question of devadasis, for instance. Their existence
is not a small evil. The institution is a blot upon humanity* But
no non-Hindu thinks of meddling with it in the same sense in
which Hindus are. The reason is obvious. Removal of these abu-
ses has to come from within, not imposed upon Hindus. This can.
only be brought about by Hindus. Mussalmans, Christians and
other non-Hindus are at perfect liberty to criticize untouchability
as any other evil in Hinduism. They can lend the reform their
moral support. But they may not go further without exposing
themselves to the charge of having designs upon Hinduism,

As to the second charge, I must content myself with having
noted it. I cannot answer it without committing a breach of
propriety. If I have to prove to Mussalmans my concrete contribu-
tion to unity, it follows that there is none. And I must, therefore,
submit to the condemnation that the question carries with it, till
such time that my bona fides are self-proved. But, in fairness to
the Mussalmans in general, I must say that it is for the first time
that I have been called upon to produce a certificate of service.
Let me say, however, that they also serve who wait and pray* And
if there are many Mussalmans like the distinguished inquirer who
want to inspect my record of service, I ask them not to bother
their heads about it, but to be content with the assurance that
I am at least watching, waiting and praying, if I am not actively
serving.